The Coronation                  i*}
The tiara worn for the occasion was the one given to
Leo XIII upon his Episcopal Jubilee in 1893, by the
diocese of Paris: this was a copy of the one worn by the
Borgia Pope, Alexander VI, and was copied from a
statue. It cost one million and a half francs, contributed
to by over three hundred thousand French subscribers in
answer to an appeal organised by the Abl>6 of the Made*
leino.
The interest and the jubilation accompanying the cere-
mony surpassed all precedent, and the appeal for tickets
had been immense* The severe weather counselled some
slight modification in the ceremonies connected with the
Papal Mass, so there was no great procession down the
Scala Kegia and through the portico, as is usual.
The Pope came down with the cardinals and his Court
by the private way to the Blessed Sacrament Chapel,
where Cardinal Merry del Val and the clergy of the
Basilica did homage. The right aisle of the Basilica m one
enters was hidden from the public as far as the doors. His
Holiness mounted the Sedia GesUtoria in the Chapel of
the Pieta and was carried shoulder high with the famous
white ostrich plumes waving behind him, thence down
the middle of the Basilica, the silver trumpeters having
previously announced his entrance to St Peter's.
The cheering and the yelling was almost wild* He
proceeded to the Chapel of St Gregory, where None was
sung and he vested. Thence he proceeded to the Papal
altar, during which there took place the expressive little
ceremony of the burning of the three small sprays of tow
to the words: "Pater Sancte, sic transit gloria Mundl**
The Holy Father then began the Mass at the Papal altar and
afterwards took his place on the throne erected imder the